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320 Monroe, here we come! 
Delivery of items for the 2015

Architectural Auction
The Memphis Heritage 2015 Ar-
chitectural Auction Event will be 
held in the historic Edge District at 
320 Monroe on Saturday May 30, 
at 7p.m..

During the next few weeks we are 
moving, setting up, planning and 
sorting through a treasure trove of 
architectural items ranging from 
lamps, window frames, stone and 
wooden columns, a 1950’s Dodge 
panel truck (all original) and about 
200 other items that will feature in 
both live and silent auctions. 

We have an excellent ‘Posse’ of 
Memphis Heritage Volunteers who 
have already spent last weekend 

and a Wednesday afternoon mov-
ing everything to 320 Monroe, an 
old warehouse building located at 
the west end of the Edge District.
It’s not too late to volunteer! If you 
have time to help us with mov-
ing items, or setting up nearer 
the date, let us know by e-mail to: 
nprice@memphisheritage.org

Guests will be welcomed by the 
music of The South Side Supper 
Club, amazing food and an open 
bar. There will also be live and si-
lent auctions that include rare and 
interesting architectural pieces of 
Memphis history.

MHI is still accepting donations for 

the auction. If you have a piece 
of History, antiques, signage, 
etc. and want to donate it con-
tact us at 901.272.2727 or e-
mail jwest@memphisheritage.
org. Come and get your piece 
of history!

Find the latest updates at:
www.memphisheritage.org
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The Keystone is a publication of 
Memphis Heritage, Inc.  

Memphis Heritage’s mission is to 
stimulate an appreciation for our  

heritage and preserve historic 
places.

Our offices are at 2282 Madison 
Avenue. You can write  

to us or call us at 901-272-2727.  
Or visit our website at  

www.memphisheritage.org.
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Still Available - 2015 Cal-
endar honoring MALCO 

THEATRES

ADAPT-A-DOOR DUNKIN DONUT DOOR DASH
On Saturday morning, April 18, 
a small group of budding (and/
or accomplished) artists came 
to Howard Hall to drink coffee 
and eat some delicious Dunkin 
Donuts in preparation for a dash 
across the front lawn to choose 
one or more doors to decorate/
modify/adapt into a piece of art 
or furniture to auction off in late 
fall at the 7th annual Adapt-A-
Door competition. Doors cho-
sen go for $25.00 and we’ll even 
throw in a window if you like as 
an accoutrement to the door. 

Door adaptation participants get 

two tickets to the event, which 
includes food and drinks, and 
endless socializing among the 
multiple offerings as well as a 
chance to bid on all the adapted 
pieces. All proceeds go to MHI. 

This is always a popular event 
since its initiation in 2009 when 
about 90 people showed up to 
purchase door. (either for the 
Adapt-A-Door or to repurpose 
themselves!). The next few years 
saw a reduction in the number 
of participants. We are now at a 
point where we can easily show 
the completed work inside How-

ard Hall and the variety has been 
enhanced to include miniatures, 
works using windows, and, of 
course, the regular door fare. 
Ordinary doors from every pos-
sible era were picked up and will 
reappear this fall wearing their 
Sunday best. Be a part of it and 
stay tuned for updates about the 
event! If you missed your chance 
to pick a door, get in touch with 
us  (Scholarships are available).

Curious about door design en-
tries from years past? Visit www.
memphisheritage.org to find out 
more.
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Thank you  
for remembering 

Memphis Heritage  
in your will!  

Your legacy will 
help us continue 
our mission of  
saving our past  
for generations  

to come!

901-272-2727
www.memphisheritage.org

2282 Madison Avenue 
at Edgewood

Memphis, TN 38104

MEMPHIS HERITAGE
K E Y S T O N E

ADVERTISE WITH US
Rates as low as $25 • Your target audience

Contact us for great rates ~ nprice@memphisheritage.org or 901-272-2727

THE WILKS BROOKS HOUSE
In our last issue we profiled the Kirby Farm House in 
east Memphis, a property that, before the Kirby fam-
ily purchased it in 1852, belonged to Wilks Brooks. The 
Brooks family also owned another property a half mile 
distant known as the Brooks house. It, too, is on the 
National Register of Historic Places (since 1980) and is 
still in use. At the moment the house is for rent or for 
sale. Walter Wills III, current owner, says he’ll sell if he 
can get a price he thinks it is worth, or rent it as he has 
been doing for a number of years.

Wills’ plans for the house are complicated by the fact 
that it is located in a residential neighborhood, com-
pletely surrounded by single-family homes. Its 6,100 
square feet on three levels is quite a bit larger than 
the surrounding homes. That much space seems to 
be ready-made for either a large family, a recluse with 
a space fetish, or some sort of group enterprise. Wills 
is considerate enough of the neighbors to have ruled 
out the group idea and finding the right tenant, there-
fore, is not as easy as he’d like.

The now L-shaped house was built (with about 1/3 the 
current square footage) beginning in 1834 by Wilks 
Brooks and his 15-year-old son. Brooks and his family 
moved into the structure in 1836. It was the center of a 
huge plantation where cotton was grown and sold at 
market in distant Memphis. At first, mules towed the 
crop to town but eventually the railroad did that job. 
The Brooks’ lived there until 1898 when the last Brooks 
family member, Agnes Brooks, occupied it. It then 

passed to the Wills family.

 The reconstruction and enlargement began in 
1973 and lasted until 2002.  The house was re-
located about one-third mile during that period 
from Brooks Manor Cove to its current spot on 
Old Oak in the western end of the Greentrees 
neighborhood. Looking at it from the street, the 
house does not immediately present itself as 
much older than its peers despite the fact that 
the original materials, including shutters, and 
columns are almost 180 years old. 

Once inside the house, you are immediately 
aware of its distinct history. The interior walls of 
the original structure are clearly visible, includ-
ing the plaster reinforced with horsehair, the 
wooden studs and beams made from elm, pop-
lar, and cedar, and some of the homemade nails 
and bricks that were made on the property. The 
hardwood floors are original and in excellent 
condition; one bedroom has the remains of the 
blood of a Confederate soldier who hid out in 
the house before the Yankees took over the area 
and he was forced to flee for his life. The stain 
on the wood in front of its fireplace is clearly 
visible from that period in the 1860’s when he 
was wounded in a skirmish near the house. In 
fact, the house was used as headquarters for the 
Union Army during the war and was a hospital 
for wounded soldiers.

A few feet away is one 
of 6 modern bath-
rooms with Jacuzzi and 
modern plumbing. The 
whole place is fitted 
with a sprinkler system 
in the ceiling, ample 
electrical outlets, an up-
to-date kitchen, and a 
basement with a walk-
in fireplace (one of 5 
fireplaces), and three 
ancient trees from floor 
to ceiling as supports. 

The perfect marriage 
of history and mod-
ern convenience, the 
Brooks house possesses 
charm and ambiance in 
every room.

By Charlie Lambert
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That fascinating ark of a build-
ing on Tennessee Street near 
the river that was once alive and 
known as the TENNESSEE BREW-
ERY (1890-1954) has new life in it 
thanks to its new owner, Billy Or-
gel and his family, especially his 
son Benjamin Orgel who is over-
seeing the current “Revival” go-
ing on there. From April 9 to May 
31 the place is open for one last, 
nostalgic look at the place as it 
has looked for the past several 
decades. After that construction 
begins that will transform it into 

something (I will not speculate 
about what the Orgels have in 
mind) that, hopefully, will put 
the address back on the map  as 
a destination point for locals and 
visitors far and wide to admire 
and enjoy. Despite the absence 
of details the redevelopment of 
the old buildings are an exciting 
event that is almost palpable.

During the next month you may 
go listen to music (weekends 
3-7), partake in a variety of food 
truck offerings (there are usu-
ally 2-3 there a day), watch a ball 
game on the big screen, check 
out original works of art in the 
spectacular atrium, or have a 
personalized tee shirt printed. Or 
you can sit in the sun in the Gold-
crest Garden area by a beautiful 
babbling fountain sipping some 
of 22 local and national brews 
(Luke McLuke, American Pale Ale, 
and Goldcrest 51, among them).

BREW HA HA The most notable aspect of the 
brews is the reissue of the origi-
nal Goldcrest 51, which has not 
been made since 1954 for mass 
sale. In fact, Goldcrest 51 is one 
of the most popular items on 
sale and the Revival has already 
dispensed over 30 kegs of the 
brew in just two weeks. I had to 
try one ($5) and found it to be a 
delicious, full-bodied beer un-
like much of the lighter products 
on sale today. This brew is aged 
much longer than modern con-
coctions in order to have a crystal 
clear and fully developed prod-
uct. Goldcrest can be purchased 
at several locations around the 
city on tap or in growlers but 
who can ignore the opportunity 
to enjoy a Goldcrest 51 on the 
very spot where it was created, 
brewed, and made famous so 
many generations ago?

I had a chance to speak to Benja-
min Orgel shortly before this ar-
ticle went to press and think his 
comments are worth including 
before I close out. The younger 
Orgel remarked that he has been 
struck by the fact that most of 
the visitors to the Revival are 
not spending their time on cell 
phones or other devices except 
to take pictures of the place. 

That, alone, is a remarkable 
phenomenon in today’s world. 
People just sitting, looking at the 
sky, and enjoying the features of 
this historical space is, unfortu-
nately, noteworthy. 

The crowd he says is a real mix-
ture of old, young, tourists, and 
business people. He’s seen folks 
from six-weeks to nearly a hun-
dred-years-old in his time on 
premises. He and/or his business 
partners (Logan Scheidt and 
Paul Stephens) are there most of 
the time to oversee the opera-
tions and keep things running 
smoothly. That’s no small feat on 

the weekends when the crowd 
can swell to 1,200 people. So far, 
there has been a very respect-
able crowd, no incidents, and full 
cooperation from the neighbors. 
Whatever Mr. Orgel has in mind 
for this behemoth of a complex, 
let’s hope a portion will remain 
open to the public for entertain-
ment and historical musing. We 
owe him a debt of gratitude for 
saving the property from the 
wrecker’s ball. It was literally go-
ing to be torn down last year 
without a rescuer.

Much luck to Mr. Orgel in this en-
deavor.

1636 Union Ave, Memphis, TN 
38104 - Call (901) 276-6321

Okay everyone - we are headed 
over to 975 Peabody! The site 
clean up of the Richards House 
continues in an effort to move 
on to the next phase - to save 
this important building, to revi-
talize our community and renew 
civic pride by restoring this and 
other abandoned properties. A 
BIG thankyou to the Memphis 
tool bank for all the tools and 

Richards House - Estival Park Revival
supplies and to Faith-in action 
for supplies and safety gear. A 
special thank you to Memphis 
Heritage for their support and 
Board member Perry Sponseller 
for the huge dumpster. We know 
this clean-up will be a success. 
Find out more and support us 
at: http://www.ioby.org/project/
estival-park-revival

V. Pryor - Rising Phoenix DG 
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C a l l :  C a r l t o n  R a s h  o n  7 0 4 - 4 9 3 - 3 9 4 1
Residential - Commercial - Industrial

THE COMMUNITY IS THRILLED to 
hear that the Pinch District won’t 
lose its listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places any 
time soon. In January, the Pinch 
was in the cross hairs of the Ten-
nessee Historical Commission to 
be removed from the register. 
But the THC deferred a decision 
on the removal in January. In a 
letter to state Senator Lee Harris, 
E. Patrick McIntyre, executive di-
rector of THC and the State His-
toric Preservation Office, said “I 
have deferred consideration for 
the de-listing of the Pinch Dis-
trict indefinitely.” Listing on the 
National Register goes beyond 
words on a plaque, the designa-
tion allows building owners to 
leverage historic tax credits to 
renovate their properties. This is 
vital to the neighborhood with 
the imminent opening of the 
new Bass Pro Shop in the Pyra-
mid.

MEMPHIS HERITAGE IS PROUD to 
be partners with Rising Phoenix 
Development Group in the Rich-
ards House-Estival Park Revival. 

The Richard’s House, at 975 Peabody 
Avenue, has given us a unique op-
portunity to revitalize our communi-
ty and renew civic pride by restoring 
abandoned properties and reintro-
ducing them to the community, says 
Varanese Pryor, CEO of RPDG.

The Newton Copeland Richards 
House is on the National Register of 
Historic Places and was built in 1883 
in an area known as Estival Park by 
Robert Brinkley Snowden. You can 
help save this iconic structure by 
donating at https://www.ioby.org/
project/richards-house-estival-park-
revival. Find out more about the 
project at http://www.risingphoe-
nixdg.org

MIDTOWNERS ARE FOLLOWING the 
plan by Cooper-Young businessman 
Charlie Ryan to develop the south-
west corner of Cooper and Central. 
The project  may include as many as 
300 residential units as well as res-
taurant and retail space. Ryan also 
owns the retail strip on the south-
east corner  of Cooper and Central 
that includes Urban Outfitters. This 
is yet another example of the ripple 
effect created by the new, revitalized 
Overton Square and the renewed 
interest in property in the Midtown 
corridor.

Ryan told the Commercial Appeal 
he he expects to announce details 
of the development at the Interna-
tional Council of Shopping Centers 
gathering in Las Vegas later this year.

WE HAVE HEARD that the Memphis-
based architectural firm Archimania 
is partnering with Patton & Taylor 
Enterprises to redevelop First Con-
gregational Memphis, located at 
236 S. Watkins, into a seven-unit 
apartment building. The $750,000 
project is expected to begin con-
struction in about a month and be 

completed in August. Todd 
Walker, a principal with Archi-
mania, said the 5,800-square-
foot building will increase to 
about 7,400 square feet with 
the pulpit and baptism area of 
the church incorporated into 
the design. The apartments 
will range in size from 1,300 

to 1,800 square feet, and he 
said they could be marketed to 
young professionals or medical 
students who are attending the 
University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center or Southern Col-
lege of Optometry. Walker said 
they could begin renting out 
units in late July or early August.
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Our Past
is

Your Present
www.staxmuseum.com

Cocktails 
for a Cause 
round-up! 

Thanks to Kathy and Kelly Fish 
for setting up Cocktails For A 
Cause and selecting Memphis 
Heritage to benefit from your 
generosity! Thanks everyone for 
attending and for your gener-
ous give back to our Memphis 
Community. Kacky Walton vol-
unteered her expertise as the 
best bartendress ever! We pol-
ished off numerous liters of  ‘The 
Restoration’ and ‘Preservation 
Punch’, both carefully crafted by 
Kathy and Kelly and expertly ten-
dered by Kacky! We managed to 
raise over $4,000, actually $2000 
in tips alone and an anonymous 
donor that matched it! 

Also, thanks Clif Lee and our 
friends at TART for the nibbles! 
Cliff is a great friend and asset to 
Memphis Heritage and has sup-
ported us on many occasions.

Cocktails for a Cause, currently 
in  its third season, invites one 
local non-profit to use the Fish’s 
outdoor entertainment area as 
a fund-raising venue. The events 
are typically held the first Friday 
of the month and the season 
runs April through November  
Cocktails for a Cause has raised 
more than $120,000 in three sea-
sons.

Find our more about Cocktails 
For A Cause on Facebook!
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 312th Annual Youth & Architecture 
Design Awards

Memphis Heritage and The Art 
Center are proud to announce 
the 12th Architecture and Our 
Youth Design Competition re-
sults. This competition is held 
for 4th though 12th grade level 
students in Shelby County. Par-
ticipants were asked to explore 
historic buildings and spaces 
around them through an art 
medium of their choice. In addi-
tion, an essay is also submitted 
describing their choice. Winners 

Honorary Mention - Ava Horrell, 
7th Grade, Colonial Middle School 
Teacher: Jennifer Shiberou
 
Winning Teacher: Jennifer Shi-
berou
 
8th - 9th Grades:
 
1st Place - Amy Zhou, 8th Grade
Teacher - Elaine Neeley

2ndPlace - Jane Yan,  9th Grade
Teacher - Elaine Neely  

3rd Place - Raven Bess, 9th Grade, 
Houston High School
Teacher - Mr. Spillman
 
Honorable Mention - Victor Del-
gadillo

Winning Teacher: Elaine Neeley

 10th - 12th Grades:
 
1st Place Diamond Butler, 10th 
Grade, Central High School
Teacher  - Jessica White

2nd Place - Tori Anderson, 11th 
Grade 
Teacher - Elaine Neeley

3rd Place - Max Jessop, 10th Grade
Teacher - Elaine Neeley
 
Honourable Mention - Jourdan Ar-
tis, 10th Grade, Central High School
Teacher  - Jessica White

Honorable Mention - Eddie Bryson, 
11th Grade, Central High School
Teacher - Jessica White
 
Winning Teacher: Jessica White

in each division received prizes 
from the Art Center during the 
opening reception held on Tues-
day May 5. This artwork is now 
on exhibit at Howard Hall dur-
ing May 2015, the work submit-
ted made impossible to choose 
which ones to put in this Key-
stone, so come and have a look 
yourself this month. Thank you 
to all the teachers, young artists 
and parents for supporting this 
annual event!

The Results
4th - 7th Grades:

1st Place - Julisa Rios, 7th Grade, 
Colonial Middle School
Teacher - Jennifer Shiberou

2nd Place - Lilly Stancil, 7th Grade,  
Teacher:  Elaine Neeley

3rd Place - Samuel Prather Jr., 4th 
Grade, Northaven Elementary
Teacher: Ms. Shepard

1636 Union Ave, Memphis, TN 
38104 - Call (901) 276-6321
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Date   Event         Time  Where

May 30  2015 Memphis Heritage Architectural Auction/Party/Music/Fun! 7pm  320 Monroe - The Edge
September 19 Cooper Young Festival       All day! Cooper/Young
November  Memphis Heritage Adapt-a-Door      TBC  Howard Hall
December  Annual Memphis Heritage Christmas Party    TBC  Howard Hall

MEMPHIS HERITAGE - COMING UP 2015 

HOWARD HALL 

A special thanks to the following for helping to 
keep MHI beautiful:

Jerry Bradfield & Larry Harris
John Dulaney, Brian Swope, Robert Paulus, Amy 

Money

KEYSTONE VOLUNTEERS 

Charlie Lambert, Nigel Price, Mark Parrish,
Carrie Stetler, Robert Tom, Bill Crowder, Bob 

Lanier

AND ‘THE PRESERVATION POSSE’

Featuring:

Kimberly Richardson, Amanda Higbie, Char-
lie Lambert, Larry Chan, Will McGowan, Perry 
Sponsellor, Amanda McGillvery, Mark Bieber, 
Tim Ward, Cathy Marcinko, Amy Money, Ben 

Rednour, John Dulaney, Frederick Toma, Robert 
Paulus, Madeleine Edwards and ‘Bear’

GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

“Duke” Waddell - Marty Gorman

DONATIONS

First Tennessee Foundation
Kathy and Kelly Fish, MHI 
friends, MHI members and 
Cocktails for a Cause
CATO / Brian Swope

RENEWING MEMBERS

The Arcade Restaurant
Chip Clay
Lauren and Sharon Crews
Davis Manor Association
Rachel Dobbs
John Dulaney
East End Neighborhood Asso-
ciation
Juan Fuentes
Elaine Gallagher
Gordon Alexander
Green, Justin and Sara Green
H. Clark Doan
Holly Hendrix
Dean Hestermann
Larry Humber
Sharon Leicham
David Lewis
Barry and Katie Lincoln
Mark Jones
Mickie Nabers
Jimmy Ogle
Sharon O’Guin
John Padavic
Janice Pettis
Charles Pickard
Rebecca Chappell
Hal Rhea
Jimmy Rout
Steven Veesart
John Swift
Gary & Barbara Sysak
Taylor, Sharon Taylor
David Upton
Boyd Wade
Deborah Mays

THANKS TO OUR GREAT 
VOLUNTEERS

Information March 16, 
through May 5, 2015

We are Memphis’ only non-profit organization that works to preserve historic neighborhoods, buildings and landmarks in all of Memphis 
and Shelby County - let us all preserve the beauty and history that some people still take for granted. Thank you for supporting our efforts in 

giving Memphis’ past a future, we cannot do it without you, visit us at www.memphisheritage.org and www.newmansmemphis.org

Don Newman was a native Memphian. 
Born in 1919. See more of Don Newmans 
images of Memphis at www.newmans-
memphis.com

We need your support. To renew your member-
ships or become a member of Memphis Heritage, 
email nprice@memphisheritage.org, visit www.
memphisheritage.org or call 901 272 2727

NEW MEMBERS

Kris Whitson - Delta Door
Mr. John Heard
Mollie Riggs

OTHER DONATIONS FOR THE 2015 ARCHITECTURAL 
AUCTION BY:

Sarah Newstok
Patrick McCabe
Premier Contractors, Memphis Flyer, Kathy Man-
ning Loeb Foundation, Looney Ricks Kiss


